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Since President Donald Trump took office in January 2017, a narrative against Mexicans 
and Mexico has become more salient in some sectors of the American population. On 
May 2017, Andrés Casares and I embarked on an exciting adventure and started a 1,000-
mile bike ride along the U.S.-Mexico border, around two-thirds of its total length (i.e. 
1,500 miles approximately). 

Throughout this initiative, our main motivation was to have a firsthand experience 
with border life. We biked through over 40 cities and villages and slept in nearly 30 
different places. We listened to people’s stories, documented their testimonies, and 
captured photographs of the magnificent landscapes of the region. Our journey allowed 
us to learn more about the implications of the current bilateral relations between the 
two countries through the lens of the residents of both sides of the border.

The Shorenstein Center on Media, Politics, and Policy at the Harvard Kennedy School 
supported this initiative by granting funding for a summer internship in Vice Mexico, 
where the articles were subsequently published. All the articles, stories, and pictures 
are available on our website and social media networks.

Instagram: @borderstoriesproject 
Facebook: @Borderstoriesproject 

Website: https://www.vice.com/es_mx/topic/historias-de-la-frontera

The compilation of pictures that follows presents some of the highlights of our adventure: 

By José Antonio Alfaro, MPA Candidate at the Harvard Kennedy School
Photos by Andrés Casares

Border Stories Project: Biking Along  
the Mexico-U.S. Border

NOTES
1 “About Half of Americans Say Trump Moving Too Fast,” Gallup, 2 February 2017, http://www.gallup.com/
poll/203264/half-americans-say-trump-moving-fast.aspx; “Americans’ Favorable Views of Mexico Highest Since 
2006,” Gallup, 22 February 2017, http://www.gallup.com/poll/204212/americans-favorable-views-mexico-high-
est-2006.aspx.
2 “Tijuana Regional Profile,” San Diego Regional Economic Development Corporation, 13 February 2017, https://
usmex.ucsd.edu/_files/frontera-friday/tijuana-regional-profile-2017.pdf.
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The end of the Río Grande / Río Bravo, where the U.S. and Mexico meet at 
the Atlantic Ocean. Matamoros, Tamaulipas, and Brownsville, Texas. 

“The Prada Shop.” Valentine, Texas. This “shop” has never been open for  
business. It was created in 2005 by the artists Elmgreen and Dragset and 
the architects Ronald Rael and Virginia San Fratello. The artists define 
their work as a “pop architectural land art project.” It is located 26 miles 
from Marfa, Texas. People interested in culture and art from the region 
regularly visit the city. 
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The wall in Nogales. Sixty-four percent of Americans in 2017 had  
a favorable view of Mexico, the highest favorable view since 2006, and 
only 40 percent thought that building a border wall was a very important, 
or somewhat important, goal.1

Mailboxes close to Arivaca, Arizona. Having several mailboxes in  
one spot simplifies the postal service’s work in this area. Most of the 
properties are ranches with many miles of land. 
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On our way to “La Rumorosa,” a mountain chain in Baja California,  
Mexico. We started biking from Mexicali to Tecate, Baja California. We 
left Mexicali at 4 AM (at 105 degrees Fahrenheit) and after 100 miles, an 
elvation gain of 4,500 feet, several flat tires, and bike repairs we made it 
to Tecate, Baja California, at sunset by 6 PM. 

Playas de Tijuana. The beach at Tijuana, Baja California and San Diego, 
California, where the two countries meet at the Pacific Ocean.2 


	0Comb
	Alfaro and Casares



